The Civil Rights Movement!
1946-1970

A.  Plessy v. Ferguson-  Supreme Court rules constitutionality of “separate but equal”.  Jim Crow.

B.  Harry Truman on Civil Rights- Established Committee on Civil Rights 1946.  He 

       ordered the end of segregation in the military.  Fought racial discrimination in federal government.

C. Jackie Robinson- Breaks the color barrier in professional baseball.  Playing for Brooklyn

      Dodgers in 1947.

D. Brown V. Board of Education- Team of NAACP lawyers led by Thurgood Marshall, 
       argued to overturn Plessy.  Supreme Court ruled  “ separate facilities are inherently unequal and

       segregation in schools should end with all possible speed.” 1954

E.  Crisis in Little Rock 1956- Governor Faubus of Ark, used the National Guard to prevent

        9 African American students from attending Central High School.  President Eisenhower called in

        the 101st Airborne troops to escort the students.

F.  Rosa Parks- In Montgomery, Alabama in 1955 ,too tired , refused to give up her seat on a city

       bus.  She was arrested.  

G.  Montgomery Bus Boycott- Arrest of Rosa Parks sparked a massive African American 
        protest.  Boycott against riding buses was organized by a young Baptist minister named Martin Luther 

        King Jr.  

H.  Martin Luther King Jr.-  In 1957 Reverend King organized the Southern Christian 

        Leadership Conference (SCLC).  This organized ministers and churches in the South to get behind

        The civil rights struggle.  Non-violence, Civil disobedience!

I.   “Lunch counter “Sit ins”- Starting in Feb. 1960 college students in Greensboro, NC

         began the sit-in movement after being refused service at a Woolworths lunch counter.

J.  Freedom Riders-  Protesting segregation in waiting areas at bus stations  and bus lines 1961
K.  James Meredith-  Pres. Kennedy sent 400 federal marshals to protect James Meredith as he

        enrolls at the University of Mississippi in 1962.  Similar incident occurs at  University of Alabama

        Governor George Wallace attempted to stop an African American Student from entering.  Forrest Gump

L.  Reverend King in Birmingham, Alabama 1963-  A march in Birmingham, Ala.
       (firehoses, dogs) King and his followers were jailed.  Most Americans believed unjustly.  King wrote

       “Letters From a Birmingham Jail.”  This episode moved President Kennedy to support a tougher 

         civil rights bill!!!

M.  March on Washington 1963- 200,000 blacks and whites demonstrated peacefully at the 

         steps of the Lincoln Memorial in Washington D.C. The highlight was Dr. Kings “ I Have A Dream”

         speech. 

N.  March to Montgomery 1956-  A voting rights march from Selma to Montgomery, Al. 

        was met with police beatings, Kennedy sent in troops to protect the marchers.

O.  Civil Rights Gains! 1964 Civil Rights Act-  made segregation illegal.
                                                      1964 Equal Employment Opportunity Commission




           1965 Voting Rights Act- ended literacy tests, provided federal registrars

P.  Black Muslims and Malcolm X- Black Muslim leader Elijah Muhammad preached black

       nationalism, separatism, and self improvement.  Malcolm X became the movements most 

       controversial voice.  He advocated self-defense.  Eventually he would leave the movement to organize

       a more conciliatory organization before being assassinated in 1965.

Q. Black Power and Race Riots- Radicalism of individuals like Malcolm X  influenced  the 
        thinking of young blacks.  They repudiated the nonviolence and advocated “Black Power”.  In 

        1966, the “Black Panthers” were organized by Huey Newton , Bobby Seale, and other militants

        as a revolutionary, socialist movement advocated self rule.


-  The Panthers frequently shouted slogans “ burn baby burn”, “Get whitey”. Many 

                                Whites suspected the extremists were behind the race riots which erupted in major 

                                 cities from 1964 to 1968.  Most Famous: Watts Riot in LA in summer of 1965.

                                 34 killed, over 700 buildings torched!



-  Kerner commission, a federal investigation concluded in late 1968 that “racism” 



    was responsible .  We were two different societies “white and black”.

R.  Murder in Memphis- April 1968, Martin Luther King Jr. was assassinated in Memphis, TN.

       Massive riots erupted in 168 cites, leaving at least 46 people killed.

S.  On the Coattails of Civil Rights-


-  Women’s Rights Movement-  Renewal of the Women’s movement began in 1960.  

                                The publishing of  “The Feminine Mystique” by Betty Friedan in 1963 provided new 

                                Direction.  National Organization of Women (N.O.W.) founded by Friedan in 1966.



   Equal Rights Amendment goal of feminists.  Defeated in 1970’s



-  
